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Greetings to all volunteers and those who partner with
The City Gate to fulfill the call for this ministry. Thank you for
your continued investment and support. I wanted to write this
letter to encourage you as I’m writing about my friend of about
20 years.
As I began in this ministry, I observed in many people a
state of brokenness and hopelessness. This makes me reflect on
my own journey. I grew up in a house with absent parents, where
alcohol abuse and rage were part of our daily lives. Experiencing
abuse left me emotionally bankrupt. I was angry and wanted
nothing to do with people. Eventually, I became homeless and
alcohol became my drug of choice. I’m writing this so you can imagine what life was like for my friend
Jeffrey Reid. I believe what drew my heart close to him was our similar backgrounds.
Jeffrey’s street name was Tennessee. Alcohol was what he survived on and flying signs became
a way of life to support his drinking. I pursued him as a friend because I knew that God could heal his
heart and deliver him from all the pain that he had carried around for over 40 years. I loved him
where he was at, always hoping to see him healed.
Four years ago we offered him a place to live and to recover. Three years later, he decided to
take us up on the offer. After another couple of weeks back on the streets, Tennessee returned to

see if the offer of a room was still available. He moved in and the Lord began to move him toward sobriety. Finally, he decided to get medical help and did everything the doctors asked of him, never missing his appointments. Tennessee wanted to live freely.
In a way, we at The City Gate became his caregivers. He loved the staff and Bill who often lend
him an open ear. I will miss him. I will miss his prayers, sharing of God’s word and love for people. I
am deeply sorrowed today but am celebrating at the same time. Jeffrey is finally free.
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THE CITY GATE STAFF

PLEASE PRAY FOR:

John Murinko, Pastor

•

Mayumi

Shirley Murinko, Director/ Office Manager

•

Jae

James Gulbranson, Assistant

•

Tara

Director/ Security

•

Fish

Kathy Gibbons, Front Desk

•

Josh

Donnie Saunders, Food Bank

•

Michael

Buffie Harmon, Clothing Bank

•

Jon

Wes Chriswell, Coffee Station

•

Mike

•

Katie and Selah

•

Soulutions

Marie Siebe, Kitchen Manager and Newsletter
Jimmy Hahn, Kitchen Staff
Elisha Shelton, Alberta House Manager

FOOD BANK STATICSTICS
The City Gate Food Bank served

• a total of 370 individuals and 313 households in the month of
May 2017.

H ELP

•

a total of 8,770 pounds of food in the month of May 2017.

•

17 days during the month

US TO BE GOOD STEWARDS OF OUR FINANCES

T o r e c e i v e o u r n e w s l e t t e r I N CO LO R v i a e m a i l , s i m p l y e m a i l u s a t
thecitygate@qwestoffice.net .
Please include your name and “email newsletter” in the subject line.
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Dear faithful donors and volunteers,
We, as The City Gate want to thank you from the bottom of our hearts
for the service you provide to us, the visitors and ultimately to God. You have
spent countless hours cooking and serving food, cleaning, sorting clothes and investing time in the people who need it most. Further, you have generously donated food items and finances for many, many years. Please be assured that without you and your help, The City Gate would not be able to stay open at all! We
thank God and rejoice in the blessings that he provides through you.
We are looking forward to working with you in the future!

Alberta House Update
The Alberta House is in need of your prayers as we lost another tenant this month, Tennessee.
With heavy hearts the Alberta tenants have come together in support of one another. They have been
showing such great love and kindness like never before. We have watched men and women step up and
help like true servants with no expectations. All they want to do is lend a helping hand. During this time of
transition, we are getting stronger as a community family and are pulling through every challenge.
Also, most of the men at the Alberta House attend the weekly Men’s Bible Study which is held
downstairs in the new Soulutions facilities. Wow, what a difference it is making in the men! Let us remember, even though we face challenges, God is working them out for our good (Romans 8:28).
Sincerely,

Alberta House Management
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CONTACT INFORMATION
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Spokane, WA 99201
Phone: 509.455.9670
E-mail: thecitygate@qwestoffice.net
The City Gate Spokane

www.thecitygatespokane.org

A Gathering Place...
“Come to me all who are weary and burdened and I will give you rest” — Matthew 11:28

NEEDS:
•

Summer clothes for Men and Women

•

Men’s clothes:
- Jeans for Men, Size 30, 32, 34, 36, 38
- T-shirts for Men, All Sizes
- Shoes for Men (size 9 and up)

•

Women’s clothes:
- Jeans for women

•

Tomato Sauce

•

Rice

•

Frozen vegetables

•

Coffee and cereal
Without the support of volunteers who give their time and energy to this ministry, The City Gate would
not be the haven it is to so many people. Whether you come once a week or once a year, you have contributed to keeping this place up and running. Your donations, regardless of time, money, food, prayers
or clothing, have done so much to help the people who walk through our doors everyday. As pastors
and as Christians, we want to thank you for heeding the voice of the Lord and ask you to keep us in
your prayers as we continue this journey.
Love, Pastor John & Shirley

