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Fun in the Sun 

NEWSLETTER  —  OCTOBER  2016 

 Saturday August 20th was the perfect day for a trip to Lake Spokane.                                           

Elisha, the manager of the Alberta house had organized this outing for the tenants and invited everyone to a 

day at the beach including BBQ and boat rides. Many of the tenants attended including Curly and Buffie 

whom I interviewed for this article.                     

Buffie and her daughter Nevaeh had originally not planned on going but seeing the yellow 

school bus pull up in front of the apartment building changed their minds quickly. Buffie 

said with a smile that she thoroughly enjoyed the bus ride. It does not happen very often 

that almost the whole Alberta house gets to spend time together. Everyone mingled, 

talked, enjoyed the water and ate delicious food.      

 Both Curly and Buffie agree that the highlights of the trip were their kids’ birthdays 

as well as their boat ride. Curly’s son Jordan and Buffie’s daughter Nevaeh had their birth-

days on the very day of the trip. The group sang Happy Birthday for them and the kids got 

to celebrated by playing in the water.       

 Elisha brought his boat in order to take people out on the lake. After the first 

group had gone out, Curly, Buffie and Nevaeh were part of the second group. They were all enjoying the 

ride when suddenly the  boat stopped running. Of course, at that point they were out in the middle of the 

lake  and Buffie who was uneasy about the boat ride in the first place, was even more uneasy now. They 

waved to the people on the beach who quickly realized that the waving meant more than just a friendly hel-

lo. Thankfully, a kindhearted couple on another boat towed them close to the dock. In the end Curly and 

Joe jumped in the water and pushed the boat while Elisha rowed safely back to shore.    

 The trip to Lake Spokane was relaxing but also quiet the adventure. Let’s do it again next year!  
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HELP US TO BE GOOD STEWARDS OF OUR FINANCES 

 To receive our newsletter IN COLOR via email, simply email us at thecitygate@qwestoffice.net .  

Please include your name and “email newsletter” in the subject line. 

PLEASE PRAY FOR: 

 Vickie 

 Douglas 

 David LaMoureaux and his family 

 Carrie 

 Pastor John and family  

 Daniel 

 

THE CITY GATE STAFF 

John Murinko, Pastor 

Shirley Murinko, Director/ Office Manager 

James Gulbranson,  Assistant  

Director/ Security 

Kathy Gibbons, Front Desk 

Donnie Saunders, Food Bank 

Buffie Harmon, Clothing Bank 

Jimmy Hahn 

Wes Chriswell, Coffee Station 

Douglas Ceniza, Cook 

Daniel Lee, Kitchen 

Elisha Shelton, Alberta House Manager  

STATICSTICS 
 

The City Gate Food Bank served  
 

         •    a total of 287 individuals in the month of August 2016.  
 

         •    A total of 7,345 pounds of food in the month of August 2016. 
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Recently I was on an airplane flying to the east coast to visit my uncle who was on his final days 

of hospice care before going home to be with the Lord. I was deeply preoccupied with memo-

ries of my uncle and not really very present in the moment. And then it happened. In a very unu-

sual place I happened to see a nickel on the floor. No, I mean I didn’t see it, but rather it called 

to me! It was by far the shiniest nickel I have ever seen in my life. Of course I picked it up, and then discov-

ered that it was just minted in 2016. I admired it like a great treasure and quickly tucked it away in my pock-

et to keep. 

 Our flight landed, and I flowed with the crowd to the chaos of baggage claim. As I was impatiently 

waiting with all the others, I noticed a little boy about three years old who clearly was now releasing all his 
buckled down energy from the long flight. It was like watching a hummingbird on a string. His mother was 

tending to the baby in the stroller as he explored everything in sight while still staying close to mom. It was 

then that the shiny new nickel called to me again! I was to give it to this little boy. No, I really didn’t want to 

do that. As I clutched to it in my pocket, it got heavier and heavier. I kept looking at this little boy and his 

innocence and joy in life. I did this for at least ten minutes which seemed like an eternity to me at the time. 

Then my heart totally melted, and I knew this cherished gift I had received was meant to be given to this 

young little life who wouldn’t even understand it’s value. 

 I slowly walked up to the mother and handed her this shiny five-cent blessing. I quietly said to her, 

“This is for your son.” She gave me a really big smile as I turned and slipped away. I watched as she called 

her son over to her and gave him the treasure. His eyes got as big as saucers as he turned it over and over 

leaking giggles the whole time. He shoved it deep into his pocket and bounded about the crowd like Tiger 

from Winnie The Pooh. Never once did his hand leave his front pocket. Eventually he bounced in front of 

me. He looked deep into my eyes and said, “Look what I got!” I rejoiced with him, and it was clear he did 

not know where it came from.  

 That’s great Rich, so you gave a young kid a nickel you found. What’s the big deal? I have been given 

so many blessings (“bright shiny things”) in my life that I feel guilty because I know I don’t deserve them. But 

then I remember. Without seeking Christ in my life, I would certainly get all that I deserve, and it would not 

be pretty. I have sinned and continue to sin. I truly repent, and then I grieve the sins I have not yet even 
committed. And yet, God still chooses to love me. How is it that Christ can see me, truly see me, and the 

still be willing to go to the cross so that I will not perish? Such love is overwhelming. 

 I am now many decades in years beyond a little three-year-old boy, and I see so many who are so 

deeply wounded and scared by life and sin that they no longer have any hope. We at The City Gate cele-

brate our daily opportunities to touch the lives of so many in despair by first meeting some of their immedi-

ate physical needs for food, clothing, and shelter. As we develop deeper into fellowship with them, they see 

the love that is sincere. We invite them into deeper discussions about eternal life through our Lord and Sav-

ior, Jesus The Christ. Of all the blessings we have been given, it is this one that is meant to be shared with 

all who will hear. 
 

Please join us at The City Gate in sharing the love of Christ. 

 

Humbly submitted by Rich Paulsen, a sinner and member of The City Gate Board of Trustees           

 

When Was the Last Time You Gave Away A Nickel?  



CONTACT INFORMATION  

 

170 South Madison 

Spokane, WA 99201 

Phone: 509.455.9670 

E-mail: thecitygate@qwestoffice.net 

www.thecitygatespokane.org 

 

Without the support of volunteers who give their time and energy to this ministry, The City Gate would 
not be the haven it is to so many people. Whether you come once a week or once a year, you have con-
tributed to keeping this place up and running.  Your donations, regardless of time, money, food, prayers 
or clothing, have done so much to help the people who walk  through our doors everyday.  As pastors 
and as Christians, we want to thank you for heeding the voice of the Lord and ask you to keep us in 

your prayers as we continue this journey.                                         Love, Pastor John & Shirley 
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The City Gate 
To Reclaim, Rebuild and Restore, Lost and Broken Lives 

The City Gate Spokane 

 A Ga t h e r i n g  P l a c e . . .  
“Come to  me al l  who are  weary  and burdened and I  wi l l  g ive  you rest”  —  Matthew 11:28  

 

MARK  YOUR CALENDARS  
 

Our annual Thanksgiving Meal will be on  

Wednesday, November 23rd.  

NEEDS :  

 Outdoor Blankets 

 Boots for Men and Women 

 Gloves for Men and Women 

 Winter Socks 

 Winter Clothing 

 Jeans 

 Coffee 

 33 Gallon Trash Bags 

 Rolls of Plastic and Tarps for Homeless Campers 

 Hand Warmers 

 Hot Chocolate 

     •   Someone who is interested in doing a       

 clothing drive, for socks, gloves, hats etc. 

http://www.thecitygatespokane.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/City-Gate-Fellowship/115909705096635?fref=ts

