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ROBERT AND MISTI HAVE BEEN A PART OF THE ALBERTA HOUSE FAMILY FOR A LITTLE WHILE NOW. THE COUPLE 

WHO HAS BEEN MARRIED FOR ALMOST EIGHT YEARS, HAS HAD THEIR FAIR SHARE OF DIFFICULTIES AND TRIALS; BUT, 

HAS ALSO EXPERIENCED GOD’S JOY AND BLESSINGS ALONG THE WAY.   

 Misti grew up in difficult circumstances. Her mom was a single mom and a drug addict. Misti would 

spend some time living with her and some time living with her grandma in Athens, Greece. Her six brothers 

of whom three are younger and three are older, all lived in different places growing up, due to having differ-

ent fathers. For over ten years of her life, Misti thought her stepfather was her biological father. It took until 

she was 13 that she met her real father who took her out of the abusive situation with her mother and step-

father. She lived with him for three years and they developed a close relationship until he unfortunately 

passed away in 2012.   

 Today, Misti does not have a relationship with her mom or any other family member. She started 

trusting God when she met Robert. The closer she grew to God, the more she realized that she had to dis-

tance herself from damaging relationships. After getting to know Robert’s mom better, she has become like 

a mother to her. “She is awesome. She has always been there for us. We are lucky to have that,“ says Misti.  

 Robert grew up in a Christian family of four: his father, mother and younger sister. He had a good 

upbringing. His mom was a nurse and his dad in the Army for 30 years which meant that the family moved 

around quiet a few times. They lived in Tennessee, New York and New Jersey; but Robert would call the 

later his home.   

 Robert and Misti met in a church in Florida. Their first date was at Easter in 2009. Robert and Misti 

knew that they were right for each other and got married just a few months after they met in September of 

2009. “We have been inseparable ever since,” says Misti. After the wedding the couple lived in different plac-

es until they finally landed in Spokane. A friend of Misti’s invited both of them to Spokane under false pre-

tenses. Unfortunately, none of her promises of housing or a job were true and so Robert and Misti found 

themselves in a predicament. After staying at a motel for a while, Robert’s hours at his work were cut and 

both of them ended up homeless. After a few nights on the streets, Robert remembers studying the Word 

and praying to God for help. They wouldn’t have to wait for too long. The next day, Misti and Robert 

learned about The City Gate and came in to have dinner. One of the volunteers, Frog, sat down and talked 

with them. After hearing their story, he introduced them to Pastor John. The following morning, after a 

meeting with Pastor John and Elisha, Robert and Misti moved into the Alberta House!        

Being able to attend church and for Robert to be part of the Men’s Bible Study is a big blessing for both of 

them. They describe The City Gate as a great place with awesome people! 
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PLEASE PRAY FOR: 

• Lance 

• Wes 

• Linda 

• Ben D.  

• Joel and Leslie 

• Abigail and Bryan 

• Chrystal 

• Marie 

• Dave V. 

• Bo 

• Joey 

THE CITY GATE STAFF 

John Murinko, Pastor  

Shirley Murinko, Director/ Office Manager 

James Gulbranson, Assistant  

Director/ Security 

Eric Murinko, Security 

Kathy Gibbons, Front Desk 

Donnie Saunders, Food Bank 

Buffie Harmon, Clothing Bank 

Dave Volluz, Kitchen Manager 

Jimmy Hahn, Kitchen Staff 

Elisha Shelton, Alberta House Manager  

Word from the Board 

 

Board Member  

 It is September already! And with September comes many action items, thoughts and emotions: the 

start of the school year for most school age youngsters, the end of summer (!) and the beginning of fall 

(although not officially until September 21st). Longer shadows and shorter days. Cooler temperatures and 

thoughts of snow!   

 With September, however, also come many new challenges for the staff at The City Gate. And a 

major challenge is meeting the requests for warm clothing and bedding. We find that many folks are now 

donating the clothing articles that they wore throughout the summer. But the reality is that this type of 

clothing really, while appreciated, does not meet the needs of our clients at this time of year. So… if you, 

your organization, or your church are thinking of a clothing drive for The City Gate, please emphasize the 

need for colder weather items. Items of particular need are gloves, winter boots and socks for men and 

women, men’s jeans (sizes 30, 32, 34, 36, 38), T-shirts and shoes for men (size 9 and up) and women’s 

jeans, Coats, hats and gloves are also a perpetual need. 

 Also… did you know that Second Harvest Food Bank (from whom we get a portion of the food for 

our food bank) does not distribute paper products? There is always a terrific need for toilet tissue, facial 

tissue, napkins, and so on. A very worthwhile project would be to hold a paper goods drive specifically for 
paper related items. 

 As you contemplate the change of seasons, please consider the needs noted above and help as you 

are able. We are ALWAYS thankful for the many donors and volunteers that we have and for the time, 

money, food and clothing that is donated. 
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 We are so excited to see what God is doing in the tenants here at the Alberta House. So many life-

changing things have taken place just within the last six months. A great example is, one of the tenants 

moved from a single room rental occupancy into a double room occupancy. Another example is that a ten-

ant who did not have a valid driver’s license for over six years has worked hard to overcome his fears. He 

now volunteers for The City Gate grocery pick up every week.  

 We help our shelter guests get rooted and grounded while setting healthy boundaries so that they 

can get established in life. We are happy to say that the shelter guests we have here at the Alberta House 

are working full time now. This means we can look forward to transferring them into a rental agreement 

soon.  

 The Men’s Bible Study in SOULutions is truly a blessing from God. A high percentage of the men 

who go to the meetings are Alberta House tenants. We see change taking place in their lives. A special 

thank you to Pastor John for holding these Bible studies for all the men and making the walk with Christ  

real. 

The power of prayer can change things! Thank you for all your prayers and support. 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Alberta House Management   

Alberta House Update  

We are raising funds for sound equipment in Soulutions! So far, we have raised $280 of the needed $3000. 

Thank you for your generous donations! We are off to a good start but still have a long way to go until we 

reach our goal.  

 

Our next fundraiser will take place on Friday, October 26th from 6pm—9pm at Soulutions        

featuring the Elisha Paul Shelton Band (other artists to be announced). 

 

Snacks and beverages will be provided.  

BOARD 
OF  

TRUSTEES 

Soulutions Fundraiser 



CONTACT INFORMATION  

 

170 South Madison 

Spokane, WA 99201 

Phone: 509.455.9670 

E-mail: thecitygate@qwestoffice.net 

www.thecitygatespokane.org 

 

Without the support of volunteers who give their time and energy to this ministry, The City Gate would 
not be the haven it is to so many people. Whether you come once a week or once a year, you have con-
tributed to keeping this place up and running.  Your donations, regardless of time, money, food, prayers 
or clothing, have done so much to help the people who walk  through our doors everyday.  As pastors 
and as Christians, we want to thank you for heeding the voice of the Lord and ask you to keep us in 

your prayers as we continue this journey.                                         Love, Pastor John & Shirley 
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 A Ga t h e r i n g  P l a c e . . .  
“Come to  me al l  who are  weary  and burdened and I  wi l l  g ive  you rest . ”  —  Matthew 11:28  

 

 

NEEDS :  

- Coffee 

• Winter clothes, winter boots and socks for 

Men and Women 

• Hygiene products 

• Men’s clothes: 

 - Underwear 

 - Jeans for Men, Size 30, 32, 34, 36, 38 

 - T-shirts for Men, All Sizes 

 - Shoes for Men (size 9 and up)  

• Women’s clothes: 

            - Jeans for women 

LORD, how many are my foes! 

    How many rise up against me! 

Many are saying of me, 

    “God will not deliver him.” 

But you, LORD, are a shield 

around me, 

    my glory, the One who lifts my 

head high. 

I call out to the LORD, 

    and he answers me from his 

holy mountain. 

Psalm 3:1-4 

http://www.thecitygatespokane.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/City-Gate-Fellowship/115909705096635?fref=ts

