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 My name is Nigelle I am 28 years old. I came to The City Gate on Novem-
ber 6th 2015 in my life the cards were stacked against me from the very start if I 
were to tell you the whole story of my life I’m most certain it would weigh too 
heavy on you much more to even bear so I'll give you just a glimpse into that 
story to spare you the hurt.  
When I came to The City Gate on November 6th I weighed about 35 pounds less 
than I do now and pretty much knocking on death's door. My soul and life was 
in danger. God knew that.  God also knew what he was doing when he led me 
to this special place. This particular day I was at a crossroads. Had I not walked 
through those doors,  I was about to finally break the last promise I had made to 
myself and God. It might not have been that day, but soon thereafter. 
    However, God is faithful in keeping his promises and covenant with me even 
though I hadn’t been faithful to Him, as I was not living for Him. I was only living 
for myself and had made a huge mess of my life and the lives of my children and 
that’s how it goes. I became homeless due to domestic violence. I was involved 
with a scary, nasty, volatile abusive husband 30 years older than me and finally 
got the strength to leave him. Deceived into thinking he was my only means of 
support I stayed too long. By the time I got here my daughter had been taken by 
the state for the second time. I had no support from friends and family because 
they couldn’t trust me and I wasn't even allowed at their houses due to my an-
ger issues and use of drugs. I was sick, in pain I could barely walk, malnour-
ished, ashamed, stubborn, scared and alone on the streets for the umpteenth 
time . I was drug addicted I couldn't care for me let alone my daughter.   
   Three days after moving into the Alberta house my best friend Kim Vezina, she 
was more like a sister, was found dead in the Coeur d'Alene River. It was very 
scary and sad because that could have been me. If I had walked out of The City 
Gate’s doors, like I almost did, had Ms. Shirley not stopped me and if I had been 
on the streets still, I may have gone asking questions to the wrong people about 
her murder and suffered the same fate.  
    The City Gate & Alberta house is a very special place. It is God-ordained, dedi-
cated for His glory and His grace. The people are Spirit-filled and I had no idea 
coming in here how many people were praying for me. I do believe that is so 
powerful. I'm a living testament to that.  
    Since coming into this place I have experienced a huge change in my life, most 
importantly in my relationship with God and the constant communion with the 
Holy Spirit and a closer walk with Jesus. The time and support I have had here at 
The City Gate and in Alberta house is like none other that I've ever experienced 
at any other shelter or program in Spokane as I have been experienced at being 
homeless and been to other shelters and programs with no solid foundation for 
success which is ALWAYS and ONLY Jesus. 

 When I got here I was able to rest with no expectation but to rest. I was 
fed meals that nourished my frail frame and connected with other believers who 
had been through it and could relate. I was also encouraged firmly at times and 
gently at other times when I needed to get to work on things to better myself 
and my life. I spent a lot of time in prayer. 

CONTINUED ON PG. 2... 

Testimony from a tenant… 

By: Nigelle 
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John Murinko, pastor 
 Shirley Murinko                                                      

co-director / office mgr. 
 James Gulbranson, assistant 

director/security 
Donny Saunders, food bank 
Buffie Harmon, clothing bank 
Jimmy Hahn, coffee station 
Cheryl Jimeno, kitchen 
Parris Wentz, kitchen 
David LaMoureaux, 
Kathy Gibbons,  Front desk 
Elisha Shelton, Alberta House 
mgr. 
Bonnie Murinko, newsletter/sub 

Please PRAY for:  

 Jessa 

 Sharon Fechner & 

family 

 Vickie & Jimmy 

 Brian 

 Patricia 

 Jason 

 Trish 

 Ray Gulbranson 

  

 I thank God that he placed Elisha here as the manager. He is 
someone who I respect, admire and look up to as a Christian and aspire 
to be like.   Because of that,  he's helped me grow in my closeness with 
God and myself as a Christian which is a result of God working through 
him and I hope to do that in my walk as well. I hear God's voice now, 
I've gained physical strength daily because I can draw from the Holy 
Spirit the free gift of the Holy Spirit. The state is giving me my daughter 
back, my family is being strengthened and reunited!  
 I now have friends who are healthy for me... no scratch that... 
They’re family and will be a part of my life and in my heart forever! 
They have seen me at my worst and have been here for me with most 
anything.  Most importantly trust...I now trust and I'm not afraid, I'm not 
alone, I no longer have to live in fear or pain and I can do All things 
through Christ who strengthens me I'm so blessed and thankful to 
God for this special place and for His mercy and His grace. I now live for 
God's purpose and His Glory not my own.  Praise be to God I now get to 
see the cycle broken and not passed down to my kids and they will 
know Jesus and the power of God to conquer, because I am their living 
proof because of my choice to follow Christ daily for the rest of my life.         
 I’ve learned God and His plans are perfect. It doesn’t mean that 
life is going to be perfect but He is my strength just like He promised. My 
dreams are to sing and write gospel blues. Get the courage up to sing 
on stage, to learn how to play the guitar and sing at the same time.  I 
plan to someday finish the songs I have written so far or at least com-
plete one. I also desire to learn how run a faith based non-profit that 
God-ordained similar to The City Gate & Alberta House Program, one for 
women.  I have met, befriended, and had the opportunity at the time to 
pray with many of the homeless women here in Spokane as a result of 
having gone through that life and they are currently in similar situations 
as what I was. I know that they trust me and if I had a safe place for 
them that was fully functional I know they would follow me and God. 
I’m living proof to all that God is real and His healing and miracles are 
real and strength is renewed daily.  I would also want to open a thrift 
shop, household goods program & music programs also to fund the non-
profit. I’ve had a lot of positive feedback on this from people willing to 
donate to this cause and people willing to volunteer their time.  This 
dream started years before I even came to City Gate and is now grow-
ing.  God is Good and is Always Faithful.                                                                            
 I know that because of God bringing me here it will have an im-
pact on my children and save them from certain death and many other 
people's lives as well, probably more than I'll ever know. Just the same 
as how Elisha, Pastor John,  Miss Shirley and Augie will never really 
completely know or understand how much they mean to me.  How 
much I love them and what God has done for me through them and this 
special place. From the very substance of my being, I am eternally grate-
ful and indebted and with my walk in life and testimony I will pay it for-
ward daily, forever. To God Be The Glory. I love you All and may you 

all be blessed for this in all things forever. NC 

...CONTINUED FROM PG. 1 

If you need to get a hold of us, please 

call during business hours. 

Tuesday– Friday 10am-3pm.  We take lunch from 12-12:30 and won’t answer. 

We stay VERY busy and often don’t get time to check our messages.  If the call 

comes after hours, it is likely that we will miss you.  We look forward to talking 

to you 
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Help us to be good stewards of our finances 

 To receive our newsletter IN COLOR  by email. Simply email us at: thecitygate@qwestoffice.net                                         

with your name and “email newsletter” in the subject line. 

 

 

 

As I sit here writing this article, and gazing 

out at the sunshine, it would seem that winter 

has mostly passed.  It is probably a little bit too 

early to be optimistic, but I always look forward to the ending of the gray, dreary 

days of winter and the bright, promising days of spring.  Spring is such a reminder 

of the renewal that we have in Christ; …”the old things have passed away; be-

hold, new things have come…. 2 Cor 5:17”. 

 Each spring brings new challenges, however, at The City Gate.  While we 

have seen less clients during the winter and now, less requests for winter wear and 

other cold weather items, we now will begin to see an increasing number of the 

homeless as they return from warmer climates.  This also means an increase in     

demands on our food bank and our clothing bank, as well as more folks coming in 

to our drop-in center for coffee and snacks. 

 We have been incredibly fortunate this past year to have had wonderful     

support from a wide variety of individuals, groups and foundations, for which we 

are extremely grateful.  But the needs still exist, and we once again are hoping our 

past donors will continue their support and new donors will begin to partner with 

us. As you read this, I would request you, or a group with which you are affiliated, 

consider a donation of non-perishable food items, gently used clothing or dollars to 

enable us to continue our mission to Reclaim, Rebuild, and Restore, 

Lost and Broken Lives. Thank you in advance. 

        John Kittel 
   

By: John Kittel 



170 S Madison 

Spokane, WA 99201 

509.455.9670 

E-mail - thecitygate@qwestoffice.net 

 

The City Gate 

   To Reclaim, Rebuild, and Restore Lost and Broken Lives 

“A Gathering Place” 

Matthew 11:28 

See MORE of what your               
prayers, financial support, and               
donations are doing for the                      
inner-city poor and homeless of 
Spokane.  

www.thecitygatespokane.org 

 

Without the support of volunteers who give their time and energy to this ministry, The City Gate 
would not be the haven it is to so many people. Whether you come once a week or once a year, you 
have contributed to keeping this place up and running.  Your donations, regardless of time, money, 
food, prayers or clothing, have done so much to help the people who walk  through our doors every-
day.  As pastors and as Christians, we want to thank you for heeding the voice of the Lord and ask 
you to keep us in your prayers as we continue this journey.  Love, Pastor John & Shirley 

 
  

Sunday March 27 

Serving from 2pm-4pm 

*To sign up for volunteering or for updated needs, call Shirley 455-9670 during business hours 

 Sliced ham 

 Corn 

 Dinner rolls 

 #10 cans Fruit Cocktail 

 Butter pats 

 Small marshmallows 

 Orange Juice 

 Whipping cream 

 Frozen hashbrowns 

 Cream of Chicken soup 

 Sour Cream 

 Cool Whip  

 Shredded Cheese 

 Creamer Packets 

 Sugar Packets 

 Coffee 

 Volunteers 

Please call for amounts! 


